
Centre Philosophy     
 

At My Stepping Stones, we believe in providing a high quality service and level of care, which meets 

the needs of children and families in a warm, secure and friendly environment. 

We strongly believe that children learn through play experiences, and their skills will be enhanced and 

further developed if the learning environment is made relevant to their individual circumstances.  

Through working with families and the community, educators are able to offer a well balanced, safe, 

secure, and enjoyable learning environment, which reflects a non-bias, diverse, inclusive  and 

culturally balanced curriculum, valuing cultural diversity and equity. 

  

QA1- Educational Program and Practice 
We believe in using the teaching methods of listening, scaffolding, and reflective practice. We believe 

in providing a balance between child-led, and educator supported learning. As educators  we allow 

ourselves to be  guided by  the children's culture, abilities and interests, and use this as the basis of our 

curriculum, together with the assessment of each child's development as part of ongoing planning, 

reflection, documentation and evaluation.  

We aim to promote and enhance individual children’s development through the Early Years Learning 

Framework. (EYLF)  Our pedagogy and programming methods are based on the EYLF’s five learning 

outcomes: 

 

Outcome 1: Children have a strong sense of identity. 

Outcome 2: Children are connected with and contribute to their world. 

Outcome 3: Children have a strong sense of wellbeing. 

Outcome 4: Children are confident and involved learners. 

Outcome 5: Children are effective communicators. 

 

Learning environments are constructed to allow children both as individuals and in groups  to explore, 

make choices and decisions, solve problems, create, construct, and allow opportunities for educators 

to interact with children and build attachments.  Routines are also used to inspire learning, create 

opportunities for teachable moments, and promote positive relationships.  

 

QA2- Children's Health and Safety 
At My Stepping Stones our utmost priority is in providing high quality care and supervision at all 

times, to ensure the physical well-being and safety of each child.  We ensure all educators are aware 

of the children's individual needs, both physical and emotional. Only effective hygiene practices and 

safety procedures are implemented by keeping informed with the latest best practices recommended 

by relevant authorities. We believe in strong communications with families in regards to the comfort 

and welfare of the children during routine times, taking into consideration and respecting  the families 

culture and personal preferences. We ensure physical activity is encouraged through planned and 

spontaneous experiences that are appropriate for each child, and promote best practices and role-

modeling in regards to sun safety and healthy eating. 

 At My Stepping Stones we believe in using only fresh organic produce and adapting the menu 

according to the children's food preferences, culture and dietary requirements. 

 

QA3- Physical Environment 
As educators we believe in using a holistic approach to teaching. We will ensure the environment both 

indoor and out is safe and suitable.  Where possible, flexibility to indoor and outdoor use will be 

provided. The learning environment, together with the children's input, will be adapted to ensure it is 

relevant to the children in our care, thus encouraging a greater capacity for learning, exploration and 

creating spaces which reflect the children's interests, culture and learning styles. This also assists in 

helping children have a sense of being and belonging. This includes encouraging children to foster an 

appreciation of the natural world, by exploration and discovery through our outdoor environment of 

plants, an edible garden, rocks, sand and water. 



 

Sustainability- 

My Stepping Stones is a place where environment education and wonder is a part of the everyday 

philosophy and curriculum. We believe in teaching the children a sense of responsibility to both the 

living and non-living environment. We believe the best way that children learn about the natural 

world and their  environment is by giving them direct experiences that are relevant to their culture and 

home culture. At My Stepping Stones, we believe in using both  a  “whole centre” and  “child” 

approach. A "Whole" centre approach includes making the children aware of and allowing them to be 

a part of decision making in areas such as recycling, power saving, and water usage as part of our 

everyday routine and practices. As educators we believe in being good role models and being 

conscious as adults of  the  resources supplied and bought.  "Child" approach involves allowing 

children physical interaction with their natural environment,  and developing environmental 

knowledge through specific sustainable programs being delivered at the centre, which have been 

designed in consultation with local council and organizations.  

 

QA4- Staffing Arrangements 
At My Stepping Stones we ensure that there is an effective and equitable recruitment process to 

ensure we attract educators that can best meet the needs of the children and their families. We strive to 

maintain a  team with a good balance of experience, qualifications, skills, culture and knowledge, in 

order to enhance children's learning and development and ensure their safety and well-being. We 

believe that the service will operate most effective when there is open communication, support and 

teamwork by all educators, staff and co-coordinators at the service. We embrace having higher staff to 

child ratio to ensure high quality learning environments for both children and educators.  

 

QA5- Relationships with Children 
Our priority is to nurture relationships and provide children with consistent respect and emotional 

support. Our approach is to support the development of a strong sense of wellbeing by being 

connected to the children's thoughts and feelings. We believe in building trusting relationships 

through genuine and positive interactions, which will provide them with a secure base for learning, 

and exploration.  By widening the children's network of secure relationships we believe they will 

develop confidence, feel respected and valued, allowing them to recognise and respect the feelings of 

others, interact positively with them, and communicate effectively to resolve conflict. 

 

QA6- Collaborative partnerships with families and Communities 
We respect individual beliefs of children, families and educators, and believe in working together to 

form strong relationships between families and educators.  This is through communicating effectively 

through daily verbal and non-verbal communication, and therefore incorporating family, educator and 

community beliefs and practices into the learning environment. We believe in creating opportunities 

in the program that allow families to be involved in the service and contribute to service decisions. 

We believe in collaborating with local community services and support agencies to enhance the 

learning and development of the children and our ongoing high quality program. 

 

QA7- Leadership and Service Management 
At My Stepping Stones, management believes that by developing a professional organisational 

culture, we will build a happy community. We commit ourselves to having a plan for continuous 

improvement, in consultation with the children, their families, educators and the community. Service 

practices are documented, records are maintained , and policies and procedures that are always 

available and reviewed. We believe in a comprehensive induction of all staff at the service to ensure 

clear goals and an understanding of expectations for teaching, learning, best practices, including 

confidentiality and procedures are established.  

 

 


